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FOR  THE 

Recovery  of  Drowned  Persons, 

AND  FOR 
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Such  as  are  Suffocated  by  Damps  in 

Mines,  or  feemingly  deprived  of 
Life,  by  Stifling,  Strangling, 
and  other  Accidents, 


OF  the  various  Inftitutions  formed 
for  the  Welfare  of  Mankind,  none 
appear  more  worthy  of  attention,  than 
thofe  that  are  calculated  for  Preferving 

the  Human  Species.  In  the  year  1767  a 

>  «  (  < 

■»* 

few  wealthy  Gentlemen  of  the  City  of 

Amfterdam, 
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Amfterdam,  ft  ruck  with  the  variety  of 
inftances  in  which  perfons  falling  into  the 

4. 

water  were  loft  for  want  of  proper 
treatment,  when  brought  on  fhore, 
formed  themfelves  into  a  Society  for 
the  Recovery  of  Drowned  Per fons.  Thefe 
Gentlemen  have  purfued  their  defign 
with  fo  much  zeal  and  fuccefs,  that  in 
the  fpace  of  four  years  they  had  the 
fatisfa&ion  to  find,  that  in  not  lefs  than 
a  Hundred  and  Fifty  cafes,  drowned  per- 
fons  were  recovered  by  the  means  pointed 
out  by  them  and  recommended  in  the 

, '  *  .  ■  5.  a  _  '  ■  '  r  ■  . 

United  Provinces  by  advertifements  and 
other  publications.  Their  Firft  Object 
was,  to  inform  the  common  people,  as 
well  as  the  inferior  practifers  of  phyfic, 
in  what  manner  to  treat  a  perfon  appa¬ 
rently  lifelefs :  and  their  Second,  was  to 
animate  them  by  proper  rewards  to  pur- 

-  t  4.  •  *  •  »  ;  \  ■  \ 

fue  the  methods  recommended. 

■  ,  ,  .  ■  - .  }  • 

In  the  Inftru&ions  publilhed  upon 

.  £  ,\  ;  t  1  ■.  '  ■* 

that  occafion,  they  gave  caution,  in  the 

■■■  ,  '  '  •  -  >  , 

firft 
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firft  place,  to  forbear  from  practices  very 
common  in  moft  countries  ;  fuch  as  rolling 
the  body  over  a  cafk;  tying  it  up  by 
the  legs,  with  the  head  downwards ;  and 
all  other  rough  ufage,  intended  to  dis¬ 
gorge  water,  vulgarly  imagined  to  be 
fwallowed  by  the  drowned  perfon.  And 
they  directed,  firft,  to  force  air  into  the 
body,  either  at  the  mouth,  or  up  the 
inteftines ;  recommending  the  ftimulating 
vapour  of  tobacco  as  more  efficacious  than 
common  air :  and,  in  the  next  place,  to 
Strip  oft  the  wet  clothes ;  and  as  foon 
as  poffible,  to  apply  external  heat  to  the 
body,  by  means  of  fire,  of  fridtion  with 
flannel  cloths,  or  the  natural  warmth  of 
two  perfons  in  bed,  taking  the  body  be¬ 
tween  them.  They  directed  rubbing  the 
body  all  over,  efpecially  along  the  back 
bone,  with  woollen  cloths  wetted  with 
brandy,  and  ftrewed  over  with  dry  fait ^ 
and  the  chaffing  the  temples  with  a  volatile 
Spirit,  and  holding  the  fame  to  the  nofe. 
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The  Rewards  publifhed  by  them  for 
attempting  the  recovery  of  a  drowned 
perfon,  were  the  fum  of  Six  Ducats,  or  a 
Gold  Medal,  over  and  above  all  expences 
attending  the  fame,  not  exceeding  Four 
Ducats. 

The  great  fuccefs  of  this  undertaking, 
and  the  advantages  accruing  from  it  to  the 
State,  has  induced  each  of  the  feveral 
Provinces  of  the  Republic  of  the  Low 
Countries  to  take  proper  meafures  for 
extending  the  benefits  of  it,  by  enjoining 
an  obfervance  of  the  Society’s  diredtions 
through  their  refpedtive  diftridts. 

The  falutary  effedts  of  this  inftitution 
are  now  no  longer  confined  to  the  United 
Provinces - j the  Boards  of  Health  at  Ve¬ 

nice,  at  Milan  and  Padua,  have  adopted 
it— The  City  of  Hamburgh  has  done  the 
fame — /The  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  has  coun¬ 
tenanced  it  in  her  dominions — The  Em¬ 
prefs  Queen  of  Plungary  has  given  very 
particular  encouragement  to  it — And  in 

France 
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France  it  is  at  this  time  under  confidera- 

N  ' 
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tion,  by  what  means  it  may  beft  be  united 
with  the  general  police  of  the  kingdom. 

It  is  a  matter  worthy  of  obfervation,  that 
till  theyear  1767,  thedifcoveryof  the  proper 
means  of  bringing  Drowned  Perfons  to 

(;  •_  N  Hr J  A  t  C  **  S"’  , 

life,  has  not  been  made;  and  that  hardly 
any  other  attempts  have  been  made,  but 

fuch  as  are  fuggefted,  at  a  time  of  confufion 

* 

and  diftrefs,  by  ignorant  peoplewho  for  the 
mod:  part  are  greatly  milled  by  the  un¬ 
happy  prejudices  prevailing  in  this  matter. 
It  is  true,,  that  the  world  has  been  in- 

*  {  ?  f  -  $  J  V-r  A  V  -  '  J  *  ■  '  " 

debted  to  Dr.  Lecat ,  Dr.  Van  Engelen , 
and  Dr.  Gummer ,  for  Treatifes  upon  this 
Subject,  prior  to  the  inftitution  of  this 
Society;  and  that,  fince  that  time.  Dr.  Vi- 
centini ,  at  Venice;  Profeflbr  Maggioni ,  at 
Padua;  Dr.  Reymarus ,  at  Hamburgh  ; 
Dr.  Stolte,  at  Groningen ;  and  Dr.  De 
Villiers ,  at  Paris,  befide  Dr.  Bicker  s  Ad¬ 
ditions  to  Dr.  ‘TiJJot’s  Avis  au  People ,  have 
thrown  out  very  ufeful  hints  upon  the 
fubjedt. 
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The  feveral  Cafes  publifhed  and  de¬ 
ferred  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Dutch 
Society,  fufficiently  prove  the  advantages 
arifing  from  an  obfervance  of  the  Rules  of 
that  Xnftitution.  It  appears  from  thofe 
Cafes,  that  perfons  of  all  ages,  from  two 
years  old  to  feventy-two,  have  been  re¬ 
covered,  though  apparently  dead  when 
*  * 

brought  on  fhore  $  that  many  perfons 
have  been  reftored,  who  have  been  im- 
merfed  from  fifteen  minutes  to  an  hour  and 
a  half;  and  in  fuch  inftances  as  nothing 
lefs  than  the  moft  indifputable  teftimony 
would  render  credible.  It  is  found  by  ex¬ 
perience,  that  relief  may  be  given,  not  only 
in  drowning,  where  it  has  been  ufual  to 
defpair  of  it;  but  in  other  cafes,  fuch 
as  Suffocation  by  Sulphurous  Vapours*;  in 
cafes  of  Strangling,  Stifling,  and  in  many 
apparent  deaths  by  Cold,  Hunger,  and 
other  caufes. 

*  By  an  order  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  perfons  fufFo- 
cated  by  Damps  in  her  Mines,  are  treated  in  a  particul** 
manner,  according  to  Inilru&ions,  and  have  been  recovered^ 

From 
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From  what  has  been  already  faid,  it  is 
much  to  be  wifhed,  that  fome  means  may 
be  found  of  giving  the  benefit  of  this  va¬ 
luable  Inflitution  to  Great  Britain  and  its 

I  ?  V.1  ,  •  -  i  .  .  •  •  '  J  •  •  •  1  s  -  ’  •>  * 

Colonies. 

If  the  number  of  accidents  is  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  number  of  perfons  employed 
on  the  water,  this  kingdom  is  more  in- 
terefted  than  any  other  nation,  in  the  art 
of  reftoring  drowned  perfons.  The 
large  coal-mines  in  Great  Britain,  where 
numbers  of  men  are  yearly  deftroyed  by 
the  damps,  which  are  fo  commonly  fatal  to 
the  miners,  and  the  frequent  inftances  of 
perfons  who  come  to  an  untimely  end,  by 
firangling,  and  other  cafualties,  render  the 
art  of  reftoring  fuffocated  and  ftrangled 
perfons  to  life,  of  great  confequence  to  the 

community. 

j 

The  author  of  this  account  flatters  him- 

!  v  -V*  /v  •  '  '  ■*  ■'  v-r  •  ■  A  ...  ■■  >-'•  V  j.  .  **  ’  >.  ,  :•  :  " ’  .  J:  ■  >  '■  -  •'£ 

felf  that  the  fubjedt  of  it  is  worthy  of 
attention,  and  fhall  think  himfelf  happy 
if  his  defign  of  promoting  an  Inflitution 
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in  Great  Britain,  with  fome  Improvement 
upon  thofe  adopted  in  the  neighbouring 
nations,  in  order  to  which  he  has  already 
taken  fome  ftens,  fliall  meet  with  a;eneral 

X  '  o 

countenance  and  approbation. 


The  following  Cafes ,  among f  many  others 
equally  interefing>  and  well  attefledy  are 
publifeed  in  the  Society's  Account  of  the 
fuccefs  of  its  undertaking ,  and  have  been 
admitted  as  claims  for  the  promifed  re¬ 
wards  ;  though  it  is  apparent  the  Society's 

Infractions  have  not  been  properly  com - 

% 

plied  with  in  point  of  Treatment. 

AT  Dort  in  Holland,  in  the  month  of 
July,  1768,  it  happened  that  a 
boy  of  fix  years  old,  at  play  on  a  wharf, 
fell  from  a  beam  into  the  water,  unnoticed 
by  his  playfellows,  who,  when  they  miffed 
him,  ran  up  to  the  road  to  feek  for  him  : 
but  a- younger  child,  not  yet  fit  to  play 
with  the  others,  and  who  at  fome  little 

diftance 
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diftance  had  feen  him  fall  in,  and  flood 
flaring  for  a  time  as  ftruek  with  amaze¬ 
ment,  ran  home  to  tell  of  this  accident  ; 
and  at  that  very  moment  met  its  father, 
who  was  juft  returned  from  the  Province 
of  Zealand .  This  unexpected  circumftance 
diverted  the  child  from  its  purpofe  for  a 
while ;  but  as  foon  as  a  moment’s  quiet 
fucceeded  to  the  great  exprefllons  of  joy 
in  the  family,  the  little  child  took  the 
opportunity  to  make  them  underftand, 
by  broken  words  and  figns,  that  fomebody 
was  fallen  into  the  water,  and  led  them  to 
the  place  where  it  happened  ;  upon  which, 
immediate  fe arch  being  made,  the  boy 
was  found,  and  taken  out,  dead  to  all 
appearance,  after  having  remained  for  fo 
confiderable  a  time  under  water.  He  was 
carried  home,  was  undreffed,  had  fome 
tobacco-fmoke  blown  up  his  inteftines, 
and  was  put  into  warm  blankets,  in  which 
he  gave  fome  faint  figns  of  life,  crying 
when  the  fcles  of  his  feet  were  tickled, 

C  2  but 
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but  without  any  other  certain  fymptom. 
After  maay  more  trials,  his  mother  took 
him  into  bed  to  her,  and  by  rubbing  and 
cheering  him  all  night,  got  him  to  a 
ftate  of  perfedt  recovery.  The  fteady 
perfeverance  in  this  treatment  is  remark¬ 
able  by  its  being  carried  on  for  a  fpace  of 
time  not  lefs  than  twelve  hours,  and  gives 
room  to  the  furgeon,  Jan  Van  Hefpel,  who 
relates  the  cafe,  to  utter  this  exclamation  : 

■ — ie  Who  knows  in  how  many  thoufand 
€f  perfons  the  remaining  fpark  of  life  is 
€t  extinguifhed  by  injudicious  practices  ! 
“  when  fpeedy  and  proper  endeavours 

“  might  reftore  a  fufficient  degree  of 

.  .  .  .  ... .  ■  ■  / 

“  genial  heat.” 


AT  Amjlerdam,  on  the  1 7  th  of  April,  1769, 
Anna  Woertman ,  a  woman  of  twenty- feven 
years  of  age,  belonging  to  that  pleafant  part 
of  the  city  called  the  Plantage ,  was  taken 
out  of  the  water,  without  its  being  known 
how  long  fhe  had  lain  in  it.  She  was  incon- 

1 
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fiderately  rolled  upon  a  float,  for  a  quarter 

^  '  *  T  *• 

of  an  hour,  and  is  faid  to  have  voided  a  good 
deal  of  water.  She  was  then  carried  into 
ahoufe,  where  Bern  arches Donfelaar^  an  apo¬ 
thecary,  was  fent  for,  and  told  fhe  had  juft 
before  given  fome  very  faint  fign  of  life; 
though  in  fact  die  appeared  quite  lifelefs; 
was  fluff,  and  had  green  and  blue  fpots  all  over 
her  body.— She  was  laid  before  a  fire  in 
blankets,  and  rubbed  with  a  mixture  of 

'  t  -  *  ■»-  f  v  ^  ^  _  '  ♦  £  ** 

fpirit  of  Sal  Ammoniac  and  Eflence  of 

^  %  / 

Rofemary,  along  the  back  bone-,  the  loins, 
the  neck,  the  head  and  temples,  add  a 

i.  ^  •*  ~  1 

ftone  jug  with  hot  water  was  laid  at  her 
feet.  Some  farther  figns  of  life  then  ap¬ 
pearing,  fhe  began  to  (hake  as  in  the  cold 
fit  of  an  ague,  fpake  and  complained ; 
upon  which  fome  fpoonfuls  of  Jeneva 
were  given  her,  and  fhe  was  blooded— her 
blood  was  black  and  thick,  not  inflamed. 

;  *  ■  v  9  » 

Being  thirfly,  fome  milk  and  water  was 
given  her  ;  and  then  fhe  fell  into  fits  feem- 
ingly  flrong  enough  to  carry  her  off:  thefe 

however 
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however  were  removed  by  a  cordial  ad- 
miniftered  to  her.  In  the  fpace  of  four 
hours  and  a  half  (he  was  fo  much  better* 
as  to  be  carried  home,  and  put  to  bed  to 
her  filler,  where  (he  fell  into  a  breathing 
fweat.  About  fivehours  afterwards  fhe  com¬ 
plained  of  a  great  oppreflion,  and  a  violent 
pain  in  all  her  limbs;  for  which  an  aperient 
laxative  mixture  was  given,  and  which 
made  her  part  with  a  quantity  of  watery 
matter.  Thepain  augmenting,  andfixingin 
her  fide  and  bread:,  fhe  was  twice  bled,  and 
her  blood  being  then  found  much  inflamed, 
it  was  wifhed  to  repeat  the  bleedings ;  but 
fhe  proved  to  be  too  weak:  however,  a 
blifter  was  applied  to  her  fide ;  and  other 
treatment  being  opportunely  given,  fhe 
was  entirely  recovered  in  the  fpace  of  a 
fortnight,  the  flownefs  of  which  is  attri¬ 
buted  to  her  having  been  affiidted  fix 
months  before  with  a  fever,  and  conflant 
lownefs  of  fpirits,  upon  account  of  bad 
circumftances, 

I  N 
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AS  the  Tailors  were  bufy  lowering  the 
yards  and  handing  the  fails,  on  board  a 
Dutch  man  of  war,  the  Orange  Najfau 
Weilburgy  lying  before  Leghorn,  on  the 
1 8th  of  April,  1771^  one  of  them,  Gerrit 
van  Driebergen ,  a  man  of  forty- one  years  of 
age,  fell  overboard,  unnoticed.  Thejobb 
of  work  they  had  to  do  being  ended,  fome 
of  the  men  on  the  larboard  flde  faw  a 
body  floating  upon  the  water,  with  its  face 
downwards,  and  its  head  immerfed :  they 
at  firfh  thought  it  to  be  a  corpfe  from  ano¬ 
ther  man  of  war,  the  Zierikzee ,  lying 
not  far  from  them  ;  but  as  foon  as  they 
difcovered  it  was  one  of  their  own  hands, 
two  men,  lafhed  with  ropes,  let  themfelves 
down,  got  hold  of  him,  and  brought  him 
up  into  the  fhip.  He  had  then  lain  about 
half  an  hour  in  the  Tea,  and  feemed  as  dead 
as  poflible.  Neverthelefs  the  furgeon  of 
the  (hip,  Jan  Nicolaas  Flietner ,  undertook 
the  trial,  whether  life  could  be  reftored 
to  him  :  he  had  him  carried  into  the  fore- 

caifle, 
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caftle,  laid  before  the  fire,  ftripped,  and 
had  dry  clothes  put  on  :  he  tried  to  bleed 
him,  without  effect ;  and  he  farther  ufed 
the  means  directed  to  be  employed  on 
fhore,  and  with  equal  fuccefs  •,  for  in  half 
an  hour’s  time  he  began  to  puke  and  eva^- 
cuate ;  and  his  blood  beginning  to  circu¬ 
late,  in  half  an  hour  more,  about  eight 
ounces  of  it  were  by  degrees  got  from  the 
orifice  at  firft  made.  He  was  then  put  to 
bed,  continued  to  be  rubbed,  and  as  he 
gathered  warmth  he  had  fome  convulfive 
motions  in  his  arms  and  face.  Ten  ounces 
of  blood,  then  taken  from  him,  caufed  a 
fecond  puking  and  evacuation,  which 
compofed  him,  and  he  fell  afleep.  In  the 
night  he  feemed  delirious ;  but  in  the 
morning  he  was  fenfible  and  better,  yet 
very  weak  and  feverifh.  He  was  then  or¬ 
dered  to  drink  a  good  deal  of  limonade  ; 

K 

and  with  fome  farther  care,  in  a  few  days, 
he  recovered  gradually,  and  became  fit  for 
duty  again  with  the  reft  of  the  crew. 


